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Washington 25, B.C,

Serles P-60, No. 38

AVERAGE FAMILY INCOME INCREASES IN 1961

{Advance data from March 1962 sample survey)

The average (median) money income of families 1in the
United States was about $5,700 in 1961, according to esti-
mates released today by the Bureau of the Census, Department

of Commerce, Thls estimate, from a sample survey of some
26,000 households, . was sbout $120, or 2 percent, higher
than in 1960. Consumer prices rose during this period by

about 1 percent; therefore, any increase In family income
greater than thls amount represented a net gain in purchas-
ing power for the average family.®

About 10 million families, or 21 percemt of the 46%
miliion famiiles in the Natlon, recelved money incomes under
$3,000 in 1961. The number of familles inthat income range
remained about the same as a year earlier. Another 9 mil-
licn, or 20 percent, recelved incomes between $3,000 and
$5,000 last year; and 10 million, or 22 percent.,
comes between 35,000 and $7,000.
families, or 37 percent,

The remaining 17 million
reported incomes of $7,000 . or

. more, representing an increase of about li‘mill_.ion femilies

in this class since the March 1961 survey.

Table A,—NUMBER OF FAMILIES EY 1961 FAMILY ):HGCHE,
FOR THE UNITED STATES

. Nuzmber of
Fanily income famlies
Total. . eeretrraraerbanrnarrannaan
Under $1,000, .. 000c0usan
$1,000 to $1,999.........

$2,000 to $2,999.........
$4,000 to $£,999.......
$3,000 to $5,959.......
$6,000 to $6,999.......
¥7,000 to $7,999..,....
$2,000 to $9,999.......
$10,000 to 314,999 N
$15,000 Band OVeT. .., cuieerrnararnenranne

For men, last year's median income advanced to $4,200,
up $110, or 3 percent, from the preceding year. At $1,300,
the median income of women in 1961 remalned substantially
the came as 1n 1960 and 1559,

' The Consumer Price Index of the Department of Labor aver-
aged 103,1 1n 1960 and 10b.2 in 1961 {1957-59s100},

had 1in--

The 1961 income &tatistics presented in this Teport
were obtalned from the Bureau's Current Population Survey
of March 1962, More detalled income dnta from the survey
for familles and persons will appear In a report 1o be
issued later this:year. Income statistice collected 1n the
1950 Census of Pepulation appear in a mmber of published
Teports. -Basle distributions of persens 14 years old and
over, familles, ard unrelated individuals, by oomey lncome
in°1959, for the United States, each of the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, and Puerte Rico are presented in U.8,
Census of Population: . 1960, "General Bocial and Economic
Characteristics,* Serles PC(1)-1C 0 53C. Statistice on In-
came in 1959 by detaliled characteristics, including cross-
clagoificatlons by age, wesks worked, educatlon, type of
family, etc., are presented in Series PC(1)-D Reports en-
titled *Detalled Characteristica® for some or all of the
following areas: States and thelr urban and rural parts,
large countles, and standard metropolitan amt.istical areas
of 260,000 or more,

The 1nIormatiun on 1ncome 1n 1961 wese collected from

"the civillan noninstitutional population and members of the

Armed Forces living off post or with their familtes on post
in the United Btates. Income data cover monmey income only,
prior to deductlons for taxes. The fact that many farm
workers do not pay rent for their living quarters end that
many receive an important part of thelr incame in the form
of goods produced and consumed on the farm rather than in
money should be taken into consideration in comparing the
income of farm and nonfarm residents,

Total incame 1s defined a8 the sum of money wegé or
salary income, net incoms from self-employment, and income
other than earnings, suchas net rents, interest, dividends,
Soclal Securlty benefits, pensions, and public agslstance
or other governmental payments. Family incame represents
the combined total received from these sources byall famlly
members during the calendar. year. Earninge are definped as
the sum of money wage or salary income and net income from .
self-employment. A year-round full-time worker is one who
worked primarily at full-time jobs {35 hours or more per
week) Yor 50 weeks or more during 1961.

The median income 15 the amount which divides an income
distribution into twe equal groups, one group having incomes
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above the medlan and the other having incomes below the
median. In comparing ihcome data for 1961 with those for
previous years, accoufit should be taken of the fact that
changes Iin income were accamenled by changes in prices.
Therefore; an increase or decrease in income between so-
lected years does not necessarily represent a similar change
in economic well-being. -

Other data relating to the incame received by the pop-
ulation are available from the personal income series of
the Department of Commerce, the Department of Agriculture‘s
farm incame series, Federal individual income taxr tabula-
tions, and Old-Age and Survivors Insurance earnings records.
These sets of statlstica are collected for different pur-
poses and differ with respect to coverage and definitions.

For a discussion of the comparability of these sté.tistics
with survey data collected by the Bureau of the Census, and

" for.more detailed definitions of the terms. and conceptsa

used 1in this report, see Current Population Reports, Se-
ries P-60, No. 37, “Income of Fami)ies snd Persons in the
United States: 1960."

S8ince the estimates in this report are based on 8 sam-
ple, they are subject to sampling variability. Particular
care should be exercised ih interpreting medians and per-
cents based on relatively amall mmbers of cases, as well
as small differences between ngu'res. Moreover, as in all
fleld surveys of Income, the figures are subject to errors
of response and nonreporting.

Table 1.—comnmrmmmm rmmmmnmmmmzm, FOR THE UNITED STATES

(%edlan 0ot shovn et buse s less than 200,000; percent not shown whers less then 0.1)

Families Unrelated individuale

Total wooey Lncoms Toited States Uirben and Rarel Tnitad States Urtan and Faral

Total ulte Nombite || nonters farn Total White Mamhite || oxters farm
-100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100,0 100,0 100.0
2.4 2.2 4.3 2.0 7.6 14.0 12,7 2.2 1.7 2.9
2.6 2.0 8.4 2.2 7.2 18.4 17.5 3.8 17.9 1,7
3.6 31 9.0 3.3 8.1 13,2 12.9 15,0 13.1 16.0
4.1 3s 9.0 7 8.0 a8 %.0 7.5 8.7 10.4
Fars 4.0 9.6 4.2 8.6 7.5 - 7.8 6.6 7.5 6.2
4.1 3.8 7.2 X 7.2 5.1 5.4 3.5 5.2 ERY
4.8 4.6 6.8 4,7 6.8 E 5.2 6.6 5.5 2.8
4.6 4.5 3.9 4.5 6.7 4,3 4,3 3.7 Fyrs 1.0
5.4 5.2 6.4 5.4 4,7 4.3 4.7 2,2 4.4 1.4
5.1 31 5.3 5.1 3.0 3.6 3.9 1.7 kR
n.7 12.1 8.0 1.9 9.5 6.0 6.3 4.2 6.0 4.8
10,2 10.6 5.8 10.6 5.5 3.8 4,1 2.1 a9 0.7
9.1 9.7 4.3 9.5 4.7 1.7 2.0 0.2 1.8
1.6 12,3 4.7 12.2 4.5 1.5 1.7 0.7 1.6
1.3 12.0 s n.e 4,0 1.5 1.7 0.4 1.6 ..
15,000 to 3.6 3.9 1.0 3.8 1.3 0.6 "7 0.2 0.6 .
325,000 &D4 OWT ... vunnnrnnnresrannas 1.1 1.2, 0.2 1.2 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3
MOALAT ITOOME . . .uvriirieriisacannans 45,737 $5,581 $3,191 95,92 $3,241 $1,753 5,885 31,160 $1,805 $948

HEAD YRAR-AOOMD FULL-TIME WORKER
Perosnt of WOl .. .ciiiiiniieaas 2,2 63,9 46,2 61,8 66,9 1.9 3,3 n.7 3.9 2,2
Madian ineces..... 36,875 ¥7,0%0 %, 628 ¥7,105 $3,788 $3,949 $4,127 $2,943 4,032
Table 2.—SEX AND FARM-NODARM EXSIDDNCE: FIRSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVEE BY TOTAL MONEY INGOME IN 1961, FOR THE UNTTED STATES
{Percent not shown where loss than 0,1)
Both saves Male Femnle

Total acmay income Gited 7D e | gy Dited || TR EE L gy nitea |8 R4 | pyrgs

States acnfer farm Statea nnfern farn States ponfarm farn
Mumber reeeeieeeenn. . thouTande. 127,518 117,331 10,187 6,058 55,784 5,34 66,420 || | a,x7 4,872
93,915 86,967 55,87 51,15 4,685 38,076 35,813. 2,263
100.0 100.0 100,0 1€0.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100,0 100.0
1 to $499 or loas, 15,6 4.5 26.8 9.0 8.0 20,0 2.2 3.7 47.0
$500 to $999_........ 1.7 1n.3- 15.5 6.8 6.3 12.8 18.7 186 2.9
31,000 o §1,499 8.4 4,2 9.7 6.6 6,2 10.4 10.9 1n.: 8.3
1,500 w0 §,999 6.1 6.0 7.0 4.7 & 7.8 8.1 [%] 5.4
$2,000 o $2,499 6.3 6.2 7.7 5.5 5.2 8,6 7.5 7.6 6.0
$2,500 20 32,999 4.9 4.9 5.4 4.4 4.2 6.8 5.7 5.9 2.7
$3,000 10 $3,499 5.8 5.8 5.4 5.6 5.5 6.9 6.0 6.3 2.4
$3,500 to $3,999 4t 4.8 3.5 3.0 5.1 4,2 4.4 4.5 2.1
$4,000 0 $4,499. 00t iiiinnriinirneitnnaens 5.1 5.3 2.9 5.5 6.1 1.6 3.9 4.1 1.4
$4,500 to $4,999 4.3 4.4 2.6 3.3 5.5 3.1 2.9 2.0 1.4
$5,000 o $3,999 8.6 9.0 4.4 12,2 12.7 6.1 3.4 2.6 1.0
$6,000 1o $6,599 5.9 6,2 2.3 8.9 9.5 2.0 1.3 1.6 0.7
§7,000 to §7,999 4,2 4.5 1.3 6.7 7.1 1.8 0.6 0.7 0.2
34,000 to 99,999 37 19 1.6 3.8 6.1 2.3 0.6 0.6 0.2
$10,000 to $14,999 EX) 31 1.2 4.8 5.1 1.8 0.3 0,3
000 to $24,999 1,2 1.2 0.4 1.9 2.0 0.3 0,1 0.1 0.1
$25,000 €04 OWT .. .ouusuniuarnanntransaonrnen 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.8 ) 0.1 0.1 c.2
MOALAT IO . L\ eervs e rrarreranrrnnarrnnrs 32,695 32,882 §1,293 %,1689 94,418 $1,940 8,77 $1,37 3571

TRAR-RODND FULL-TIME WORIERS

Percent of all incoms recipients............ 45,3 45,2 46,3 .5 .3 59.6 27.5 28.0 1.8
Madian INOOEE ...\ .cverranserasnarnsnnassnnns 35,011 $5,188 $2,665 $3,663 $5,842 $2,793 $3,342 33,79 32,23
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- Teble 3,--SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS: MEDIAN IRGOME IN 1961 OF FAMILIES, FOR THE UNITED STATES

(Median not ahown whore base iz less than 200,000)

a1 Head year-round ar Eead year-romd
femilins full-time worker _ familt full-time worker
Selactad characteristics e Selacted charwots: as _
Hoatan | FITHOY | paaten Pesten | FEt 1 gegepy -
inccme Fadlt inocoa ineome families incoms
ATL famtlen. . oiiieeniirianinnnaien | 33,70 62.2 | 96,875
TIPE OF PAMILY %_2 22
6,009 6.0 | 36,963 e | 5w
6,07 6.4 6,9 - 5
. .7 3,3M
7,188 671 8,15 6.9 8,255
3,592 6.1 6,216 et ten ettt aatans 6,521 al 6,877
Other zarital atatus. 3,06 1 523 | 6,M0 BalaTied......unroonennres il esam | s2al| sms
Terale hoad....oonrensons 2,993 ) 73| 48 || garicel end kindred wor 1 emr| wo| s
d 784 7,930
AGE OF HEAD || se0e 75.6 7,087
| se2s 7.0 6,266
34,20 56,0 | 35,133 1 nen »1
5,823 7.3 6,52 1 asss 0.7 5,971
6,52 4.4 7,170 1 z=m 55.6 2,360
6N2 72.0 7,388 1 4= 3 3,086
5,89 6.5 6,997
"026 16.9 5,529
| w0 734 | $3,136
1 Tedss T4 AT
. 5,122 26,2 7,059
6,415 ... - 1 e8s 7.7 7,33
6,875 | sms 82.2 7,193
5,345 e e . 5,751 8.7 7,078
3,560 .. . 1 sem e 6,343
2,820 1 waa 9.9 7,851
3,440 . 5,987 .5 6,637
3,026 1 w7 &2.6 5, %6
2,286 | sose 54.3
2,36 B T .0 707
JJ mase 90.0 7,355
Teble 4,—AGE AND SKX: FERUNS 14 YEARS UID AND OVER BY TOTAL MOMEr THCOME IN 1961, POR THE UNTTED STATES
' {Percent pot shown uhere lass then 0.1)
Male Femals
- Age (yoars) - Age (yoars)
Totel money income > -
Tl it to | Dto [ to [Bto (45t |Mto| & [T it to 1 0to |5t [t |45ta |55 00| &,
19 % N W 54 P amd 19 2% 1% | w = &
Number of persoma...ihousands,.| 61,0980 8,645} 5,015| 10,604] 11,600 10,162| 7,584 7,469] 66,420|| 8,834 3,844 [ 11,310] 12,994] 20,635] 8,190] 9,192
Number of persons with jneoms )
thousends..| 55,890 4,533| 4,664 10,458| 13,432{ 10,057 7,438| 7,257| 38,0m6]| 3,85 | 3,662| s5,658| 6,5%| 6,2%] 4,92| 7,198
INCCME RECTPTRNTS
Percent., .. .ovecmmnannen 100,0 100,¢| 100.0f 100.0| 100.0( 100.0 100.0| 100.0] 100.0 100,2| 2100.0 100,&] 100.0| 100.0) 100.0| 10C.0
$1 to 3499 ar loes..... 9.0 62.6] .88 27| =2.6] 3.91 4.8 38| =.2| e.e| =ma| 23] 191 17.9| 2.8 20.5
3500 to 999, .. 0uurnes 1 ea] 185 2] 23| 25| 26| 48| 1m2| 87| 40| 7] nls| 1le| u.e| 185 an
$1,000 to §1,499.. vl el sl Telsj zs| 2ol wo| 63| =izl 109)f Teis| wia| Tels| Telz| wlo| 1zl 148
$1,500 to $1,995.. . ol as| 2| 3| 2ap 2| s il el 42| wia| sg| 78] Telz| Teln| s
$2,000 to $2,499, vl osis|| ziel oain| st aep as| 4e| 1006} 7is|| 23| 9| ela| 3|  elef 6| 4
$2.500 t0 $2,99% o rrnri s wall 12] sl 4l 3] k| eo| e8] safl 24| 77| 63| 7ol vef ss| a1
$3,000 to $3,499....... : sell 105] 93] es| 48| 3zl e7l so| eof 1.8 o8| as| -vel we| s8] 17
$3,300 to $3,999, ... il se| e el ] 43| s4] a9} 39| s o so| s8] 7ol 55| 3| as
4,000 to $4,499..,.. A sell os| 7ol w4l 72l 69| s} 23| asf| o.2] ssf sel ss) 28| 2| o
$4,500 to $4,995. ... A sal oez] sis|l ve] ezl 6| ssb 18| 28l o] 23f <6 9] 41| 28] o8
$5,000 to $5,999..,.... - 12,2 ¢.1 8.6 17.8 5.7 5.1 1z.8 .6 3.4 0.1 1.6 4.1 5.7 5.8 4.3 [
$6.000 10 $6.999. 1 rorriionnny] Bl o] 3e| 1200 3.8 7| me|l 22| 1yl L0 eo3) el 23] 3| 21| es
$7,000 to ¥7,%99 67| o1l 23 ‘ss{ 1os] 48| es| 18] ol o e3] als|l o] 14| o8| ez
$8,000 to 39,999, . sefl .1 12| eel “es| 76| 7l 12| ol .| ] es| o] 13| 14| o3
16,000 to $14,%95... sell ] e2| 4] el ew| es] 22| o3| ] oa| ezl o] 03] a4 o
$15,000 to $24,999. .. el U] e 1] a2e|  3e] 28 11| eaf . | oeal el D] ez| ..
$25.000 204 overa.rvrenenenns] 08l ol o] el ole| 14l 13 e} onf i | ed] el2] a3 en| o1
Medion income......... hevmennen $4,189 399 | $2,654| $5,045| $5,726) $5,320| $4,597 8,758 | 11,29 $373] 91,6201 $1,861] $2,123] $2,09 ﬂ_.,m $a54
YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME
Fercent of wll income .
TRCIPAOMES oo oeoseeeeeens. =l se| eso| m.s| ] 72| e wof zs|| ezl ma| 24| s0s] s ns| sz
Median 1nCOME . eivunnsrerraaa.| 35,663 $1,928| $4,045) $5,655] $6,190| $5,887 35,5331“,025 $3,342{1 92,293} $3,142| $3,558| $3,557] $3,317{$3,323(%2,33
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Teble 5,--SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS: MEDIAN INCOME IN 1961 OF FPERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER, a‘rsn,rbnmmlmmsm
Male Female Male Femle
Year-round full- Yaar-round full- Year-round full- Year-round full-
:LnA::l time workers h‘:cu tize vorkers ' ::1_1 time workers ﬁl time workers
Selocted ome : oo Selected cgw icne
characteristics recip- Percent. Teeip- pgrcent characteriatica T2 P |percent el lpercent
ients - ienta lents ienta
of all of all of all | oy of all
—  |ineome | Wedien tneome | Pedisd o ran | income a0 | —=  lincoms | 'Edien
Median reeip- incoma | Median recip- income Median recip- income | Median recip- Lnecme
income tents 1ncome: lents ineome tents 1re cme fents
Tm:l- taaiviieess ] 84,189 57.5| $5,663| $1,279 27.5| $3,342 RELATICNSHIP TQ
FAMILY HEAD
REGIONS ) .
In families,.....coveruaens $4,283 58.6| $5,702| $2,200 27.01 $2,346
Northesst............. 34,559 6l.8| $3,810| 81,576 30.2| $3,457 Head..ov ioiisiasiniass, 5,004, 66,4 5,857 1,825 2.9 3,516
North Centrel..,.,.... 4,400 57,4 5,701 1,248 26.3 3,377 Married, wife present. 5,046 66.8 5,871 P P .
South. . iiiiniieiiins 3,000 53.5 4,716 967 26.5 2,785 Other marital status,. 3,23 5.7 5,194
Welt. . i 5,205 57.8 6,688 1,512 27.0 4,013 Wife of head...........0 1,329 27.9 3,336
- Other relative of head.. 978 26.3 3,949 732 23,4 3,29
COLOR Unrelated individualse,..,, 2,814 43,2 4,923 1,550 29.8 3,7
White . ....eerieeen..| $4,432]  s8.6] #5817 $1,3s8| 279 3,429
Honwhite, ... counvnunnns 2,292 47.1 3,692 910 241 2,264
Teble 6, --OCCUPATTON AND mﬂ? IONGEST JOB IN 1941: . MEDIAN MOKEY EARNINGS IN 5I.961 OF ALL CIVILIANS 14 YEARS OLL AND OVER
WITH EARNINGS AND (F YEAR-RO(ND FULL-TIME WORNERS, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES
(Modian not ahown where bmae 18 lesa than 200,000)
A11 vorkera | TeaT-rouwnd full- ‘ ALL workers  [Teareround fulle
Occupation group e woT Indusiry group workers
Fale Ferale Male Femsle Male Fezale Male Femala
Total with earning®. ....cevuevineae| $4,603| 31,751 $5,595] $3,31% Total with earnings.........e0ue .a $4,605] 81,751 %5,595| $3,115
Professionel, technical, and kind, wkrs., 6,740 3,552 7,468 4,875 Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries.... 1,281 7 2,223 .
Self-employed., . .e.nrarrannrans P 7,486] . 911 9,083 P | . . £ 5,663 6,515
Salarfad. .. iiiiieiieiioieniiiaaaans 6,683 2,725 7,380 4,902 4,132 5,540
Teachera, elem. and sec. achoola,, 5,962 4,037 6,510 5,226 5,373 2,542 6,039] 3,506
Otheor salaried WOrkers.......cceseeus 6,802 3,478 7,500} 4,724 5,433 3,02 6,070] 3,992
Farpars sod {afm panagers...... 1, 2,135 aene derarasrens 5,243 2,304 5,992| 3,29
Manegers, off'ls, & propr's, ex 6,554 2,563 6,977 3,411 Trarsportation, ¢ommmication, and other
Self-employed. .. veeranirernes 3,317 1,411 5,814 1,9C0 public ut{lIt1en. .. v vrnivrnrreranrens 5,472 3,500 5,93 4,05 =
In retail trade..... 4,530 1,432 4,975 1,943 Tranzpertation industries.. 5,239 4,001 5,793 .
Cther self employed, 5,909 .. 6,519 Other induatries...,,........ 5,942  3,70| “s,206) 23,8%
Salaried. .. .iveiarsnnanns 7,404 3,420  7,688( 4,240l Wholesale trmde,,:. 5,002)  2,455| 5,685 3,634
Clarical and Mndred workera, N 4,790 2,835 5,355 3,719 Retafl rBde. ... ciiuiiiiesineaninssraen 3,700 1,225 4,925 2,459
Seles workers.............. . 4,878 1,038 6,021 2,99 Finance, insurance, and real estate. 5,597 2,912 6,370| 3,474
Craftapen, foremen, and kindred workers,. 3,404 2,730 6,005 rs Busipeasa end repair services.........,. 4,359 1,784 5,257 P
Operatives and kindred workers........... 4,341 2,118 5,150 2,951 Personal serviced, .. ... e ciiviviicnannn 3,2 898 4,888 2,477
Private household WOrKETS .. .vruerrercsnas 387 1,140 Entertainment and recreation services.,, 2,140 1,208 5,382
Service worksrs, exe, private household,, 3,114 1,069 4,322 2,302 Prafesslanal and related services....... 5,685 2,686 6,661 4,316
Farm laborers and fOremen, . .ouviiiisiasss 493 : 1,944 Public administemtion........... Cieaan . 5,654 3,899 5,923 4,450
Laborers, axc, farm and mine.....'\.eseans 2,044 4,250 .

Table 7, —EINCATION: MEDIAN INCOME IN

1961 QF PERSCHNS 14

YEARS QLD AND OVER, BY YEARS QF SCHOOL COMPLETED, COLOR, AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES

nTMZVE

AT
Ll

21

Male Femnle
Years of achool completed L
Total white Nonwvhite Total White Nonwhita

1
L $4,189 84,432 32,292 31,279 $1,358 $910
Elerentary: 2,651 2,908 1,755 856 4483 754
2,080 2,302 1,554 1 217 709
3,452 3,617 2,505 950 955 919
Righ achool: 4,540 4,718 2,840 1,533 1,626 1,187
3,863 4,090 2,427 994 996 588
R 5,052 5,155 3,381 1,938 1,965 1,566
College: 6,235 6,379 4,246 2,342 2,395 2,410
‘ 5,%6 (% (% 1,717 (23 (3
7,261, (2 (%) 3,179 (2 ()
7,651 (%} * 4,694 (% (%)

FILE COT

1 Includes persons reporting no years of achool corpleted, not shown separately.

2 Mot sveilsble,

RSCOoMM-DC
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